Jury’s Verdict

NARRATIVE VERDICT:

On the 2 April 2004 between 11:15 and 11:50 in Cell A3-02, on A Wing at Her Majesty's Prison, Leeds, Peter McCann attacked Shahid Aziz from behind using a combination of a makeshift knife, ligature, chair and a violent kick to the jaw causing multiple injuries.

During the course of the attack Peter McCann changed into Shahid Aziz’s trainers prior to Officers arriving at the Cell and was not instructed by any Officer to do so.

Peter McCann was not under the influence of drugs at the time of the attack.

At 12:58pm on 2 April 2004, Shahid Aziz died of multiple injuries at The General Infirmary, Leeds.

*By what means did Shahid come by his death?

Conclusion

No evidence to link entries recorded in history sheets prior to 2 April 2004 to Shahid Aziz sharing a Cell with Peter McCann.

The events of 11 March 2004 had no connection to the death of Shahid Aziz.

The Cell Sharing Risk Assessment at Her Majesty's Prison, Leeds was inadequate in identifying risk.  The following inadequacies existed:

· Inadequate training of Reception & Healthcare staff

· Lack of resources

· No access to Police National Computer for Reception staff after 5pm

· Reception staff not having Police National Computer access in Reception area

· Poor continuous review process of Cell Sharing Risk Assessment

· No process to follow up missing documentation

· No timeframes for following up documentation

· Poor communication between departments and external Agencies

· No accountability or ownership of Cell Sharing Risk Assessment cycle

· Too reliant on information from prisoners

· Not linking previous offences to current offence

· Inadequate dissemination of Governors order 1 October 2002 and Prison Service Instruction 26/2002 to all staff

· Failure to distribute Cell Sharing Risk Assessment handbooks to Reception staff and Healthcare staff.

It was inappropriate for Her Majesty's Prison, Leeds to give prisoners a new number every time they returned to prison.

Peter McCann was assessed correctly on arrival at Her Majesty's Prison, Leeds on the 25 March 2004 based on the information available to staff at that time.

Peter McCann’s previous convictions should have been obtained prior to him being placed in the cell with Shahid Aziz.

Within 24 hours of the 25 March 2004 staff should have obtained Peter McCann’s previous convictions and reviewed his Cell Sharing Risk Assessment before him leaving the 1st night centre.

The failings in the Cell Sharing Risk Assessment system at Her Majesty's Prison, Leeds contributed to Shahid Aziz’s death through the inadequate reassessment of Peter McCann’s Cell Sharing Risk Assessment prior to the 2 April 2004.

The system in place at Her Majesty's Prison, Leeds in March/April 2004 for feeding security intelligence in to the Cell Sharing Risk Assessment process was inadequate.

The information provided by the West Yorkshire Probation Officer’s calls on the 31 March and 1 April 2004 were dealt with inadequately for the following reasons:

· Discipline should have dealt with Security Information Report when telephone call received on 31 March 2004

· Unusual for an external probation officer to call the prison.

· Due to source information should be reliable and acted on immediately

· The No 1 Governor should have made it clear to all staff the system in operation (Security Information Report) necessitated any calls from a reliable outside agency be forwarded to the No 1 office.

· Did not fully utilise the resources available to check the validity of the information ie: Police National Computer or telephoning the source to corroborate information

If the information from the Probation Officer had been passed to the wing:

· Peter McCann would not have been moved

· A search would have been carried out

· Enabled a thorough Cell Sharing Risk Assessment to be carried out on Peter McCann

These failings contributed to Shahid Aziz’s death

Shahid Aziz neither made racist remarks, nor bullied Peter McCann prior to being locked in Cell A3-02

There was insufficient evidence to suggest either way that:

· The attack was racially motivated on the part of Peter McCann or

· The attack happened because Shahid Aziz had spoken in a foreign language

The length of time it took for Her Majesty's Prison, Leeds to contact Shahid Aziz’s family to inform of the incident and the death was unacceptable.

Shahid Mahmood Aziz was Unlawfully Killed.

Media links covering the Aziz case
INQUEST evidence and public documents

Here are some links to press statements and news items covering the inquest:

1. Press Statement before inquest: http://inquest.gn.apc.org/pdf/2007/shahid_aziz_opening_pr_april_2007.pdf 
2. Observer report, 15 April 2007: http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,2057542,00.html 
3. BBC News on-line report, 16 April 2007 (‘Family fears are focus of inquest’): http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/west_yorkshire/6561279.stm 
4. BBC News on-line report, 17 April 2007 (‘Cell killer was deemed ‘low risk’’): http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/west_yorkshire/6564497.stm 
5. Press Statement before McCann’s evidence: http://inquest.gn.apc.org/pdf/2007/aziz_inquest_mccann_evidence_april_2007.pdf 
6. BBC News on-line report, 30 April 2007 (‘Jail cell killer attends inquest’): http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/west_yorkshire/6609587.stm 
7. Yorkshire Evening News report, 1 May 2007 (‘Killer re-lives cell murder’):http://www.leedstoday.net/news?articleid=2842615 
8. Yorkshire Evening Post (‘Family of jail killer's victim will sue’) http://www.leedstoday.net/news?articleid=2888810
9. Yorkshire Post 18 May 2007 (‘Jail faces rap over shared cell killer’) http://www.yorkshiretoday.co.uk/news?articleid=2889047
10. The Guardian (‘Violent white prisoner killed Asian cellmate after staff ignored warning’) http://www.guardian.co.uk/celldeaths/article/0,,2082663,00.html 
11. The Guardian 19 May 2007(‘Cell Deaths’) http://www.guardian.co.uk/prisons/story/0,,2083407,00.html
The following reports of Stephen Shaw (PPO) are attached: 

1. Report into a previous (15 September 2003) cell murder in Manchester Prison, already published as part of the Mubarek inquiry. 
[NOTE: although dated December 2003, Mr Shaw (when he gave evidence at the Aziz inquest) and Phil Wheatley (in his evidence to the Mubarek Inquiry) have confirmed that the PPO’s concerns about CSRA following the Manchester prison murder were already known by the leadership of the Prison Service by the beginning of October 2003 – 6 months before the murder of Shahid Aziz] 

In this context, the crucial pages are 23 and 24 (sections 7 & 8 of the report)

2. Report into the murder of Shahid Aziz – only the bits ‘received in evidence’. Passages of particular interest are highlighted in yellow, but the evidence as it has come out in Court is even stronger than the PPO report suggests! 
